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Freight traffic was reduced in the Cottbus Reichsbalm Directorate during

the period 23 February - 10 April 1950, Several catopgories of passenger

trains were suspended until 3 April 1950, The traffic restriotions were
explained as being the result of a critical coal shertage in the Russian

Zone allegedly caused by a reduction in deliveries of Polish pit coal.
Locomotives belonging to Railrcad Bripgades and longe~dlstance passenger

train lecomotives were forced to burn lignite., The coal bottlenmeck still
exista,* 50X1-HUM

Boxcar reserves were ordered to be dissolved. This ccncorans 7,000 boxcars vhich
have reportedly veen aeia in reserve since the fall of 1949 and which have been
reesgigned to railroad onerations since February 1950, Rolling stock was

then held in reserve, aliegedly for grain shipmenis which, however, never
occurred,**

Empty rolling stock was shifted to the Bast., GSince 1 iipril one boxcer train

of 60 axles each has been dispatched to the Guben border station every day.

\ the trains were
allegedly intended for hauling grain, lione of these trains has returned 50X1-HUM

far. 50X1-HUM

‘ L‘epeatedly observed trains
composed of flatcars equipped with side racks, and fifteen and thirty~five
ton flatcars sidetracked at varicus railroad stations., These trains averaged
thirty to thirty-five cars.

Cn 4 April,trains consiating of flatcars with wooden side racks were observed
sidetmcked in the Cottbus freight station. These trains included an estimated
thirty«-five cars each; there was no indicution in which directicn they were

to be used. The tracks of the ‘station were filled to capecity. The trains
were dispatched on 5 April, presumably in an easteriy direction. No loaded
trains were observed roturning frem the East, The train movements were carried
out on direct orders from the Russian Zone railroad management; no information
on tho destination of these trains was available at the EBD Cottbus,#*#

Tno trains consisting of 18 -~ 20 heavy-duty flatcars were assembled at the
Cottbus freight car depot in early April. Beth left Cottbus on 6 April head-
ing east. A third train of tventy cars of the same type stopped ot the depot
on 8 April. 1ts engine pointed-east, A fourth train consisting of 30 - 35
flatecars equipped with side racks stopped at the same depot cn 10 April. Its
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engine alco pointed east. - : ' 50X1-HUM .

#* :I_G_maglt: The eritical coal situation in the Fuseian Zcne

hay eceount for the cancellation of 20X1-HUM
‘500 - 600 freight and more than 100 pusgenger traina daily] \ :

It is not koown on what grounds the Polish pit coal delivaries were reducedgs 0X1-HUM
It is possible that the coal ias being stockpiled along railroad lines in

the Polish area, possibly in connection with planned Scviet tremsportation
".operations, - o ’ ’

L Qﬁ:@i‘he ‘t‘}omar reserve wag established on orders of the Soviet roxi_HUM
on

L Co H
empty rolling steck hed boen withdrawn across the Oder-Nelsse line sineiny 1 HUM
late March and early April. The composition of thess trains suggests a
preparatica for military rail movenments, since the boxears are sulted for
the transportation of persomnel and horses, the flatecars with side racks

for shipmsnt of vehicles and guns, and the heavywduty flatears for carrying
tanks, : :
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